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Membership Agenda 

 1. Pre-Class Assignments  

• Video 1: Class Overview & Why Membership? 

• Video 2: Salvation & Baptism 

• Response 1: Salvation & Baptism 

• Video 3: Core Theological Truths & Distinctive Beliefs 

• Response 2: Doctrinal Agreement 

 2. Membership Class  

• Agreement in Purpose 

• What are our purposes? 

• What is our mission? 

• What is our vision? 

• What are our values? 

• What is our leadership structure? 

• What are the expectations of membership? 

• What are the steps of membership? 
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Northridge Church – A Brief History 

North Baptist Church was organized in 1889 with 29 charter members. The meetings 
were held at the Clifford Street Baptist Mission. Services were held in both the English 
and German languages.  

By 1891 the church had grown to 89 members and a building was needed. North 
Baptist Church constructed a building in 1891 at the corner of Avenue A and Clinton 
Avenue with the help of Baptist Union. Although the church no longer meets there, 
the building still stands. 

1938 was a significant year in North’s history. Pastor John Betlem became the pastor 
and led the church for 30 years. During his ministry the Clinton Avenue property was 
sold (1946) and the property on St. Paul was purchased (1947) for $25,000.  

The “Carriage House” was renovated and used as an auditorium, and the former 
residence was used for Sunday School classrooms. In 1962 the residence on the 
property was demolished and an auditorium was built. In 1971, the education wing and 
gymnasium were constructed. The old “Carriage House” is now used for our student 
ministries, and the old auditorium became the church lobby when the new building 
was constructed in 2010.  

In 2009, the church voted to change the name to: Northridge Church. Theologically 
and historically, we still are Baptistic, but culturally, we don’t fit with what most 
people understand of “Baptists”. So we changed our name so that we could define 
who we are, rather than have people make potentially inaccurate assumptions about 
us based on a name. 

At Northridge, you should find a group of Christ-followers who are dedicated to 
magnifying God by making more and better disciples of Christ. It is our history and we 
pray that it will always be a part of our future.  
  
History serves as a reminder of where God has brought us. It also serves as a 
tremendous challenge for the future. After reflecting on God’s hand and direction in 
our past, we can certainly reaffirm our commitment to trust Him for continued 
direction in the days ahead. 
Why Church Membership? 
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Video 1: Class Overview & Why Membership? 

Class Overview 

These videos lead up to the membership class and interview. In your membership 
interview, we’ll cover these seven questions: 

 1. Be prepared to answer the question: What is the Gospel? 

  • If helpful, you can use Romans 6:23, Romans 10:9 and the bridge  
  illustration. 

 2. Be prepared to share how you would explain to someone how they can  
 place their faith in Christ. 

  • This is a similar question to the first one, but allows the interviewer to  
  verify that you have a firm understanding of having a relationship with  
  Christ. 

 3. Be prepared to share when you placed your faith in Christ. 

  • Simply share when you believe you crossed the line of faith and asked  
  Jesus to be the forgiver of your sins and the leader of your life. Give as  
  many of the details as you can remember. 

 4. Be prepared to share what baptism means. 

  • Baptism is a picture of us being united with Christ in His death and 
  resurrection. It is our opportunity to “go public” with our faith in Christ.  
  In no way does baptism give us a right relationship with God. But it is a  
  demonstration of our right relationship with Him. 

 5. Be prepared to share any differences you have from our doctrinal statement. 

  • As you read the doctrinal section of the constitution, note any areas of 
  disagreement so you can be prepared to share those with your   
  interviewer. 

 6. Be prepared to share what community group you are in. 

  • Community groups are crucial to our philosophy and our ability to  
  properly care for you. 

 7. Be prepared to share where you are serving or plan to serve. 
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Why Membership? 

Four Reasons to Consider Church Membership 

 1. It reveals your level of commitment. 

 2. It helps us as pastors lead the church. 

  Hebrews 13:17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their  
  authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an  
  account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that  
  would be of no benefit to you. 

• It helps us know who we are leading. 

• Helps us identify who we can count on. 

• We limit certain ministries to members. 

• Helps us better care for our members. 

 3. It helps you in your walk with Christ and keeps you from straying. 

  • This places you under the spiritual umbrella of our Oversight Team 

 4. It gives you a vote and a voice in decisions. 

Prerequisites to Membership 

1. Salvation 

2. Baptism 

3. Doctrinal Agreement 

4. Agreement in Purpose  
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Video 2: Salvation & Baptism 

Prerequisite #1: Salvation 

The most important thing for you in the universe is to know that you have a 
relationship with God through Christ. This section of the class is designed to help you 
clearly understand what that means and how it happens.  

Bridge Illustration, Romans 6:23 and Romans 10:9 

For the 
wages of sin
is death, but

the gift of 
God is 

eternal life in 
Jesus Christ 

our Lord

Romans 6:23

but

wages

death

sin God

gift

God

eternal life

Jesus Christ
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Prerequisite #2: Baptism 

Acts 2:37-41 – “When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to 
Peter and the other apostles, “brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and 
be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ”...Those who accepted his 
message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that 
day.” 

Five Questions Concerning Baptism 

 1. What is the Significance of Baptism? 

We believe water baptism is an outward physical picture of an inward spiritual 
baptism by the Holy Spirit. Water baptism is not a means of salvation nor is it a 
necessity for salvation; it is simply a testimony of salvation. 

You should view baptism in two important ways: 

• It is a “Pledge of Allegiance” to God. It is a believer obeying God’s 
command to be baptized following salvation. It is identifying you, to 
the church and to the world, as a follower of Jesus Christ. 

• Baptism is a picture or symbol of what happens at salvation. It is the 
way that we identify with what Jesus did on the cross. Many have said 
that it is an outward picture of an inward reality. Romans 6:1-11 is the 
classic passage explaining the significance of our spiritual baptism. 

Romans 6 The spiritual act The physical act 

Verse 3 died with Christ put under the water 
Verse 4 buried with Christ under the water 
Verses 4-5 raised with Christ taken out of the water 

It is __________ ____________ with your faith in Christ.  

 2. Who Should be Baptized? 

• Acts 2:41-42 – “Those who accepted his message were baptized. They 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship.”  

• Acts 10:47-48 – “‘Can anyone keep these people from being baptized 
with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.’ So he 
ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.” 
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Even a cursory reading of the New Testament clearly would demonstrate that 
baptism is for followers of Jesus. In other words, one’s baptism is to follow salvation, 
not precede it. 

In each New Testament passage where baptism is mentioned, it is clearly 
communicated to occur after salvation (Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 2:41-42, Acts 
10:47-48). 

There was no such thing in the first century as an ____________________ follower of 
Christ. 

In other words - __________ follower of Christ needs to be baptized.  

 3. Why Should You be Baptized? 

• Matthew 28:19-20 – “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you.”  

There are two definitive reasons why you should be baptized: 

• Jesus commanded it (see Matthew 28, above). 

• The early church shows us that it was a literal practice for believers to 
be baptized (see Acts verses mentioned above). 

Jesus ____________________ it and the church __________________ it.  

4. How Should You be Baptized? 

We believe baptism is to be done by submerging in the water. There are four main 
reasons for this position. 

• The Greek term for baptize (baptizo) literally means to submerge or 
immerse. There are at least six other words that could have been used 
to indicate one’s relation to the water, but in each instance, the term 
for submerging or immersing is always used, without exception.  

• It seems that this form of baptism (immersion) was used by the 
Apostles and disciples of Christ and by the early churches, without any 
known exception, for more than 200 years. And for more than 1300 
years immersion was the prevailing practice of Christian churches 
throughout the world. This history gives us some non-Scriptural, yet 
important, support. 
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• Immersion is the best picture of the spiritual reality of baptism 
(Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12). Sprinkling, pouring, or any other mode 
of baptism does not carry the distinctive picture of being buried with 
Christ. 

• The Scriptures very clearly express immersion: 

> Mark 1:9-10 – Notice the phrase “coming up out of the water.” 

> Matthew 3:6 – “in the Jordan River” indicates immersion. 

> John 3:23 – Notice the need for “plenty of water.” 

> Acts 8:36-39 – Notice they “came to some water” instead of 
water coming to them. Also, notice the phrases, “down into the 
water,” and “came up out of the water.” 

The question ______________ itself – by ____________________. 

5. When Should You be Baptized? 

• Acts 2:41 – “Those who accepted his message were baptized, and 
about three thousand were added to their number that day.” 

  
• Acts 8:35-38 – “Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture 

and told him the good news about Jesus. As they traveled along the 
road, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is 
water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ And he gave orders to stop the 
chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water 
and Philip baptized him.” 

____ ________ ____ ________________. 

For more information about baptism, click HERE or visit 
NorthridgeRochester.com/next-steps/baptism 

Please complete Response 1: Salvation and Baptism under membership page  
at NorthridgeRochester.com 

http://NorthridgeRochester.com/next-steps/baptism
http://www.northridgerochester.com/next-steps/membership/
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Video 3: Core Theological Truths & Distinctive Beliefs  

Prerequisite #3: Doctrinal Agreement 

Importance of Doctrine 

Doctrine is of central importance. Holding the wrong doctrine can have eternal 
consequences. Our attempt is to simply ask the question: 

What Does the __________ ______? 

Our goal is to believe what the Bible says, obey what the Bible commands, and show 
grace where the Bible is unclear. 

Two Categories of Church Doctrine 

Truth is very important to us at Northridge Church. Unity is also important. The 
beginning of church unity is doctrinal unity. Yet we recognize that many Christians 
interpret parts of the Bible differently. We put our doctrine into two major categories: 

 1. Core Creeds 

• Core Creeds are central to our understanding of Scripture regarding 
the Christian faith and must be agreed upon by all members of 
Northridge Church. If you disagree with our core creeds, we are not 
the best church for you. 

 2. Distinctive Beliefs 

• Distinctive Beliefs demonstrate our particular interpretation of the 
Bible in several areas. These Distinctive Beliefs are not universally held 
by all followers of Christ. Members of Northridge may differ in their 
interpretation of Scripture regarding our Distinctive Beliefs yet for the 
sake of unity may not cause division or recruit others to their position. 

Most distinctive beliefs do not need to be embraced for one to become a member, 
but the following considerations need to be made: 

• If you become a member of Northridge, you must be willing to submit 
to the spirit of the distinctive beliefs.  

• If you attend Northridge Church, you cannot allow your difference of 
view to impact the unity of our church. 

• You cannot actively recruit people to your position. 
• If you find that you disagree with several of our distinctive beliefs, we 

believe you will be frustrated and you should likely find a church that is 
a better fit for your beliefs. 
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Nine Core Theological Truths 

 1. We believe the Bible is THE authority in our church and our lives. 

• We believe that the Bible is the final, complete, and infallible authority 
for our lives; that the Bible…as originally written it is in its entirety 
verbally inspired by God; and that it is indeed the Word of God.  

 2. We believe that God is One, self-existent, self-sufficient, existing as a Tri- 
 Unity of personal distinctions. 

• We believe that there exists one living and true God; that in His being 
He is infinite, eternal, self-existent, unchanging, and ever-present; that 
in His nature He is spirit; that He is personal; that He is perfect and 
absolute in all of His attributes, including those of His holiness, His 
power, and His knowledge; that He is therefore sovereign in His 
position, just in all His decrees, and righteous in all His actions; that He 
is the cause of all existence beside Himself; and that the full 
comprehension of His person is beyond the capacity of finite man. 

• We further believe that in His divine and infinite Being there is a trinity 
of personal distinctions, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, sharing 
equally in every divine perfection while executing distinct but 
harmonious offices in every divine work. 

 3. We believe in the objective realities of sin and Satan. 

• We believe in the person of Satan, the unholy and temporary god of 
this world and ruler of all powers of darkness and sin.  

 4. We believe every person is a sinner by nature and by choice, and therefore  
 needs forgiveness.  

• We believe that man was originally created sinless, but by choice fell 
from his sinless state. All of mankind are now sinners by nature and by 
choice, naturally inclined to evil, utterly devoid of the righteousness 
required by the law of God, and therefore under just condemnation 
without defense or excuse. 

 5. We believe that salvation is completely by grace through faith and is a gift of 
 God. It cannot be earned and is not deserved.  

• We believe that it is by grace we are saved through faith, and this is 
not from ourselves, but it is a gift of God. It is not on the basis of works 
that we can boast about.  

 6. We believe that we are now disciples – followers of Christ – and that   
 continual spiritual growth is normal for every believer. 
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• We believe that God begins the process in all believers of changing our 
hearts and minds from the inside out and continues making our 
character more and more like Jesus Christ.  

 7. We believe there is a heaven and a hell and all of us will be in one of those  
 two places eternally.  

• We believe that death seals the eternal destiny of each person. At the 
final judgment, each unbeliever will be separated from God and 
condemned to the lake of fire. Each believer will be received into God’s 
loving presence and will spend eternity with God.  

 8. We believe that the Gospel message is the world’s only hope and we (the  
 Church) have been commissioned to proclaim it. It is our sacred duty.  

• From former doctrinal statement: We believe that obedience to Christ 
includes the world-wide proclamation of the Gospel, that evangelism is 
totally consistent with God's sovereignty in salvation, and that the use 
of appropriate means in the reaching of others is proper.  

 9. We believe Jesus Christ will return one day, and after that – the judgment.  

• We believe in the personal return of Christ, the resurrection of the 
righteous dead, the change of the living in Christ, the resurrection of 
the unrighteous, and their sure and future judgment. 
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Four of Our Distinctive Beliefs 

 1. We believe God is sovereign in our salvation and chose us to be in Christ. 

• We believe that election is the eternal purpose of God according to 
which He graciously chooses to regenerate and save sinners. It is a 
glorious display of God’s sovereign goodness. We also believe this 
election is done in a manner above our comprehension, solely by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to 
the Gospel. Election is evidenced by repentance, faith, and newness of 
life.  

 2. We believe in the perseverance of the saints. 

• We believe that all who are truly born again are eternally secure in 
God’s salvation and that they will persevere by the power of God, 
through faith. 

 3. We believe in the premillennial return of Christ. 

• We believe in the premillennial return of Christ, the resurrection of the 
righteous dead, the change of the living in Christ, His millennial reign on 
earth, the resurrection of the unrighteous, and their judgment.  

 4. We believe that supernatural gifts of the 1st century are not what are   
 commonly experienced today. 

• We believe that the Holy Spirit empowers and gifts believers for their 
ministry. Some of these gifts can be categorized as “supernatural” gifts 
because their expression overrides natural laws and ordinary human 
abilities. These gifts can include speaking in unlearned foreign languages, 
the ability to miraculously heal, and speaking prophetically of future 
events. Although we believe that God is no less capable of working 
through His people in these same ways today, we are open but skeptical. 
For the sake of unity within this church family we do not practice or 
teach these supernatural gifts. We do encourage believers to focus on 
loving one another and to pursue the gifts that are certain to edify the 
church.  

See the complete doctrinal statement in the church constitution (Article 2) 

Please complete Response 2: Doctrinal Agreement under membership page at 
NorthridgeRochester.com 

http://www.northridgerochester.com/media/1074/northridge-church-constitution.pdf
http://www.northridgerochester.com/next-steps/membership/
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Membership Class Notes  

Prerequisite #4: Agreement in Purpose 

This fourth prerequisite is not nearly as important as the first three prerequisites. Yet, 
for the sake of church unity, agreement in purpose is very important and should be 
embraced by all who intend to become members of Northridge. 

To best understand our purpose – we will consider the following categories: 

• Our Purposes 
• Our Mission 
• Our Vision 
• Our Values 
• Our Leadership Structure 

Our Purposes 

 1. Why Does Northridge Church Exist? 

To state it simply, there are five purposes that we are to be living as a church and as 
followers of Christ: 

• Worship 
• Community 
• Grow 
• Serve 
• Invite 

 2. What Do We Pursue At Northridge Church? 

• We pursue Christ-followers gathering for life-changing, whole-hearted, 
God-focused ________ with an eye toward evangelism. 

• We pursue authentic __________ and believe life change happens best 
in small groups of people functioning biblically. 

• We pursue life-long spiritual _______ resulting in individuals becoming 
increasingly devoted followers of Christ. 

• We pursue the church functioning as a unified community of ________ 
contributors not merely spiritual consumers. 

• We pursue Christ’s command to make __________ and therefore 
those far from God matter to us. 
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Our Mission: To glorify God by making more and better disciples 

Ways we express our mission:  

 1. “Making more and better disciples.” 

• Matthew 28:18-20 – 18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age. 

 2. “Every disciple fully devoted.” 

• Colossians 1:28-29 – 28He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and 
teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone 
fully mature in Christ. 29To this end I strenuously contend with all the 
energy Christ so powerfully works in me. 

• 2 Chronicles 16:9 – For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth 
to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him. 

3. “Helping people take their next step toward Christ.” 

• Acts 14:1 – They spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and 
Greeks believed. 

• Acts 15:19 – It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it 
difficult for [those] who are turning to God. 
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Our Vision 
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Our Values 

Foundational Values: The “Why” 

 1. The __________ 

• We value the __________ as God’s Word and as the absolute authority 
for our lives.  

  
 2. The __________ 

• We value the __________ and are committed to faithfully sharing it so 
it may be received by unbelievers and rejoiced in by believers. 

Methodological Values: The “How” 

 3. ___________________ 

• We value the power of ____________________, believing that it is far 
better to do a few things well than many things with mediocrity. 

  
 4. ___________________ 

• We value cultural ____________________ in everything we do within 
the parameters of biblical authority. 

  
 5. ___________________ 

• We value ____________________ because it honors God and inspires 
people.  

 6. ___________________ 

• We value joyful and sacrificial ________________ because it reflects 
the heart of God and demonstrates our dependence on him. 
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Our Leadership Structure 

 

 

 

Oversight Team 
(some staff and non-staff elders)

Church Staff 
(all paid staff)

Stewardship Team 
(chosen by elders,  

affirmed by members)

Servant Leaders 
(ministry leaders,  

community group leaders)

Church Members 
(who can overrule elders)
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What Are the Expectations for Members? 

 1. What Do “Expectations” Mean? 

• They are NOT officially _______________. 

• We believe they are ______________. 

• We believe they are also very ________________.  

• We don’t require that you do most of these through our organized 
programs. 

 2. What Are the Expectations? 

• We expect members to ______________ with us.  

• We expect members to be part of a __________________ 
______________ of believers functioning biblically. 

• We expect members to grow in _______________ through biblical 
education.  

• We expect members to ____________ Christ in and with this body. 

• We expect members to live a _______ lifestyle and help those who are 
far from God to find Him. (Pray; Invest; Invite) 

• We expect members to _______________ to the financial needs of the 
church. 

What Are the Steps to Joining Northridge? 

• Watch 3 videos 

• Complete 2 response forms 

• Attend 1 Membership Class and Interview 

• Read Church Constitution at northridgerochester.com 

http://www.northridgerochester.com/media/1074/northridge-church-constitution.pdf

